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ing—but the fact is, that God has given us eter- 
nal life, and the eternal life which God has giv- 
en, is the very truth to be believed. If there 
was any uncertainty about it, it could not be an 
object of certain belief. but being a truth as sure 

Tre candid spirit of your communication in-| as the immutability of God. it is an object wor- 
duces me to make some remarks. which ] hum- thy of our unwavering faith in him, and will be 
bly hope, may throw some light on the subject. ithe theme of our thanksgiving and praise to bis 
) 1 ‘great and holy name forever and ever. 

These things premised, we will now come 
more directly to your inquiry, viz.—* Are all 
mankind believers in Christ Jesus and justified ?” 
In the gospel view, all mankind are justified in 
the sight of bim “*who calleth the things that 
are not as though they were.” Universal jus- 
tification unto eternal life, is God’s plan, and 
this justification is “the righteousnes (or right 
purpose) of God, revealed from faith to faith— 
that is, from the faith (promise keeping) of God 
to the faith (promise believing) of man: See 
Rom. i.16,17. If justification be universal, be- 
lief must be so of course, for justification is the 
end or object of belief, and belief is the means 
to thatend. ‘He “who worketh all things af- 
ter the counsel of his own will,” having willed 
the end, has willed also the means. While 
therefore we readily admit, that no man can be 
justified but in one way, that is, by belief of the 
truth, we “contend earnestly” that the truth 
he believes is none other than justification unto 
eternal life. This is “the faith once delivered 
to the saints.” Not as some think, if man will 
believe something else, then God will justify 
him for believing. No, the reward of belief is 
the thing believed, and this thing is justification 
unto eternal life. The ground or principle of 
justification is pointed out in the sacred scrip- 
tures and written in letters of love with a sun- 
beam plainness ; ‘* Justified freely by bis grace.” 
Justification is God’s free act of grace or favor. 
Man is the object of this free act of grace and 
favor, and the gospel is the glorious manifesta- 
tion of this all-animating truth. ‘ He that be- 
lieveth (saith the beloved John,) hath the wit- 
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To your general exposition of the terms and 
aubjects of * justification,” there is no other ob- 
jection, than the limitation which your views 
seem te imply—for no consistent and intelligent 
 niversalist ever pretended that any of the 
children of condemnation, can ever become the 
children of justification in any other than the 
constituted way or medium, which God has ap- 
pointed, viz. through faith. Now whether the 
fuith of God, (by which we understand the faith- 
fulness of God), will ever be revealed to the 
faith or belief of man, may be a question with 
others but not with me; for we learn, Rom, iv. 
is: “It is of faith (faithfalness) that it might 
he by grace; to the end the promise might be 
sure to all the seed:” that is, the promise of 
God is made sure by the faith (faithfulness) of 
God, ** which is unto all and upon all them that 
believe, for there is no difference, &c.” Of 
what avail is the promise of a being, even so 
eracious, of any thing ever so valuable, till this 
promise is known, and then what good does the 
promise do, till it is believed—none at ail, it 1s 
a dead letter. Hence the importance of faith ; 
and here in order to clear our path of any mis- 
understanding as we go along, let us carefully 
consider what faith is; Ist. The faith of God. 
2d. The faith of man; for the intelligent reader 
must perceive that they both do not mean the 
same thing. The faith of God, is that exercise 
of the divine mind and will, which requires aod 
secures the fulfilment of a promise made ; 
hence the faith of God and the promise of God 
cannot be dissociated: Indeed. the word, the 
truth, the power, the faith, and the promise of 
God, are all convertible terms, they all mean th (5 fe 
the same thing. Hence it concerns us to know | ness in himself. Every man has the power of 
what the promise is that God has made and | believing, every mao Is capable of that act of 
pleged his faith to perform: See 1 John ii. 25 I the mind called faith, and every man is thus cap- 
And this is the promise that he hath promised | able, because God has made man so; and made 
us. eternal life.” Eternal life then is the thing | him so, by making him in his own image, ration- 
romised, and the faith of God is the guarantee | al and moral. It is man asa rational and moral 
for the performance of this promise. The ful- being, that is the image and glory of God, and 
filment of the promise depends, not as has been | all men are made in this: image, for God is the 
too often imagined, on the promisee, but on the |‘ Father of the spirits of all flesh. All flesb 
Hence the promise “is sure to all) therefore are the children of God in the sense 
he promissor is sure; so/10 which God is their father, and that is their 
rational and moral nature. It is in the exercise 
of this nature. that man is capable of belief; for 
faith is a rational and moral act Indeed faith 
in God, is the highest and noblest act of our ra- 
tional and moral nature. Hence let no man 








promissor. 
the seed,” because t 
much for the faith of God, which is the rock of 
the believer’s hope. 2d. The faith of man, is 
that act of the mind of man by which he receives 
the knowledge and belief ofatruth. The faith 
of man is founded on the faith of God. The faith 
of man is the thing that trusts—the faith of God 
is the thing trusted to; and in order that man’s 
faith may be a sure faith, the thing he puts his 
faith in. must be sure; man puts his faith in 
God’s promise, that promise is eternal life ; and 
the fulfilment of it depends on the good faith of 
him that has promised. Some seem to have an 
idea that God requires man to belicve certain 


for faith is the most reasonable thing in the 
world: hence it is *“*the fool that hath said in 
his heart there ts vo God;” none but a fool 
would say so; and when a man acts like a fool, 
he violates his rational and moral nature; for 
foolishness is neither rational or moral. We 
are told by John, that ** every man that cometh 
t;”? this 
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sav, that faith is contrary or opposed to reason, | 
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‘NO, 44. 





“true light” is but another term for the ration- 
and moral nature of man. ‘This “candle of the 
Lord” always “shined in the darkness, but the 
darkness comprehended it not.” Man always 
had the true light, but he could not comprehend 
it; it was always a mystery to him till the gos 
pel cleared it up. Paul telis his Colossian bre- 
thren, that ** the gospel was preached to every 
creature under heaven,” but till the coming of 
Jesus it was a mystery, * hid from ages and gen- 
erations, but now made manifest.” The gospel 
is the revelation of this mystery; shews man 
his relation to God, and instructs bim into, the 
nature of that relation. RKevelation teaches man 
to believe, what reason could only teach him to 
expect, his immortality. The exercise of a 
rational and moral nature, which is the “ law of 
the spirit of life,” was designed to make man 
free from the “law of sin and death.” But 
though man bad this * witness in himself,” this 
earnest and pledge, this * law” of immortality, 
yet it ‘* was so weak through the flesh,” that a 
special revelation became necessary to manifest 
God’s design and man’s destiny. This revelation 
is made in Jesus Christ, “ first begotten from the 
dead,” ‘head over all,” in whom the Father 
was always well pleased, because he never vi- 
olated the Father’s law, that is the law of his 
rational and moral nature; though “ made in 
all things like unto his brethren, and tempted 
in all points as we are,” yet he never vielded 
to teniptation, which we often do; hence his 
glory and our shame; he is the only one of all 
the children whoever obeyed God perfectly, 
that is to say, who never departed from the law 
of his rational and moral nature, (for to obey 
this is to obey God, for God governs man thro’ 
his rational and moral nature, and obedience to 
this, is obedience to God). He did no sin, we 
all have sinned, hence in all things he has the 
pre-eminence, and will wear his own crown, 
bright and radiant in its own superior glory to 
alleternity. ‘lhe design of God towards man 
Is made known in Christ, ** who is the propitia- 
‘tion for the sins of the whole world—tasted 
death for every man.”? God has manifested in 
Jesus, what will finally be done for all men.— 
There is no diflerence as to the fact or purpose 
of redemption, for “all shall be made alive in 
Christ.” But there is a vast difference among 
men as to the knowledge of this truth. Those 
who are enlightened into the knowledge of the 
truth as it is shewn in Jesus, are * renewed in 
the spirit of their minds,” made alive in Christ, 
‘* born again,” * created anew,” “ passed from 
death to life.” “risen together with Christ.” — 
"Those who are * dead in trespasses and sins,” 
those who live all their life-time ignorant of 
spiritual life, and go down to the grave “ anre- 
generated,” will be * born again,” will be * cre- 
ated anew”; for when a man is literally dead 
'and buried, and comes to life again, he certarn- 
ily is ‘born again,’* created anew, and youimay 
depend upon it, this ‘new creature’ will not be 
afier the form of the ‘old man,’ but after the 
‘image of the new; this is cerita, for though 
‘sown a natural body it will be raised a spritual 
hody—though sown in corruption it will be rais- 
}ed in incorruption.” I should deiight to pursue 
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this heavenly theme, bat must break off here with a 
general confession of my faith, by way of conclusion. 
1 firmly believe that all men were made (in design) ra- 
tional and’ moral beings—that as such they are the 
* children of the resurrection,” and of course ** chil- 
dren of God,” and will Gnally be delivered from the 
bondage of corruption, wil] be raised up to the likeness 
of the Fatber; and as ** heirs of God,” will come into 
pessession of an inheritance ‘incorruptible, undefiled, 
and that fadeth not away.” ‘To each of your ques- 
tions I will now give a summary answer. 

Ist. ** Are al] mankind believers in Christ Jesus and 
justified? Ans. Justification through Christ is God's 
truth; all mankind must come to the knowledge of 
this trath, and of uecessary consequence must become 
believers. 

2d. ** If not all believers in Christ now, what author- 
ity from the scriptures have we, that at some future 
period, either in time or eternity, they shail believe 
in him and be justified?’ Ans. Because ‘*God will 
have all men to come to the knowledge of the truth and 
be saved,” and the knowledge of saving truth is the 
thing to be believed. 

3d. “Is it your belief that men living and dying in 
unbelief are justified without believing in Jesus?” Ans. 
Men in a state of unbelief are unbelievers, can have 
none of the benefits of believing, till they become be- 
lievers, and when they do, they are no longer in unbe- 
lief, but are justified by what they believe. 

4th. “Is it the doctrine of scripture and ought it to 
be taught, that all mankind are alike situatca@ in rela- 
tion to justification by Christ, whether they believe in 
himornot?” Ans. Justification by Christ, is the grand 
truth which the gospel makes known; the knowledge 
and belief of this truth is the very thing that makes man 
free from darkness and error. Ignorance and anbelief 
of this truth is, the very state of darkness and bondage 
in which man is, for the want of this knowledge and be- 
lief.. Henee the believer and the unbeliever are not 
** alike situated,” but very differently in relation to 
justification. But the truth itself of justification re- 
mains the same. The truth is not conformed to man, 
but man to the truth. The believer knows the truth 
and enjoys it—the unbeliever surely has no joy of a 
truth which he neither knows nor believes. 

5th. ** Are men living in unbelief and rebellion a- 
gaiust God, as certainly justified by Christ, as believ- 
ers, and dying in that state, does the scripture warrant 
them to hope for eternal life?” Ans. Unbelicf and re- 
bellion, is the state precisely opposite to belief and o- 
vedience; hence unbelief and rebellion produce con- 
demnation and fear ; belief and obedience produce jus- 
tification and joy. Hence though justification by Christ 
in point of fact, is “ true in God,” even with respect 
to the unbelieving and rebellious, yet it is not ** true in 
them” in point of knowledge; of course they can have 
no hope so long as they remain in this state; for justi- 
cation and hope is the fruit of belief and obedience, 
and no man can ip the nature of things, feel that hope 
which comes from belief and obedience, while he re- 
mains in a state of unbelief and rebellion. 

BENEVOLUS. 


———— 





FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


TO “RELLY.” 

Sra,—In your remarks upon my views of the doctrine 
of ‘imputed righteousness,” you seem to have misap- 
prehended wy meaning, and treated my observations as 
if they were designed to show, that man possesses ah 
inherent righteousness, or in other words, as if I con- 
sidered the human race as free from sin ; in which view 
you cite several] scriptures, as Rom. iii. 10. Psalm xiv. 
2, 3, and others, to prove the unrighteousness and guilt 
of the world. Now, my brother, 1 have not denied 
this, nor was my brief discussion intended to prove the 
natural or inberent holiness of a single individual; nei- 
ther was it designed to oppose what you say, when you 
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state that “the physician who is skilful in his profes- 
sion, can restore the almost lifeless frame to its accus- 
tomed health and beauty ;”’ nor that ** the good physi- 
cian of the soul” cannot do the same with the sinner. 
I have ouly sought to shew, that when a sick man is 
| cured, let the cure be effected how it may, the health 
‘is personal, it is his own; and that in whatever way a 
sinner becomes righteous, the righteousness is his own, 
it is purely personal, and will not be serviceable to him, 
if it resides in another. 
| views, as in reference to the sick man regaining his 
health, and the sinner freed from his spiritual] malady ; 
_ you ask, ** who will say it is not personal health in both 
In this question, you seem to allow all for 
which I wished to contend. If spiritual health, which 
is righteousness, is personal, because the sinner receives 
it, as a sick man receives health of body, then it is his 
own righteousness, is really personal, does not reside in 

another, aud yet must be reckoned to his account. 
1 am unable to answer your suggestion of an ** absurd 





You appear to have similar 


cases’? 


theory, abroad in the world,” which you represent as 
containing this sentiment, **let us do evil, that grace 
may abound ;”’ for I know of no individual, or commu- 
nity of christians who holds or teaches such a doctrine. 
i may be vain, but I think my views must claim exemp- 
tion from this charge ; for that doctrine which asserts 
not only the necessity of righteousness to salvation, but 
embraces the idea of its being personal, can hardly be 
chargeable with saying ‘‘ let us do evil that good may 
come.”’ 

You require scriptural] evidence of the truth of what 
I have #dvanced. I would refer you to some scriptures 
quoted in my reply to ** Berean,” particularly 1 John 
iii. 7, and also my use of those scriptures which that 
writer alleged against me. 1 think my views likewise 
supported by the description of the character of Job, 
chap. i. ver. 1, who *“* was perfect and upright, and one 
that feared God and eschewed evil ;”’ also by the ac- 
count of Zacharias and Blizabeth, Luke i. 6, ** who 
were both righteous before God, walking in all the 
commandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless.” 
Was the righteousness of these persons contained in 
another person, and placed to their account? Or was 
it not rather their own, become resident in them, and 
practised by them? T. 
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TRUTH. 

Waar a lovely example is truth! and a principle 
we are all bound te obey. It is of so much value, that 
we could hope, that every one possessed it; of so much 
importance that it may be said to be the most laudable 
pursuit, that man could follow ; and of inestimable val- 
ue to those that strictly adhere to its precepts ; of the 
greatest consequence in a matter of justice, incalcula- 
ble worth in a case of life and death, an entire advan- 
tage over false heresy, inconceivably necessary to the 
happiness of mankind. For in the securing happiness 
to the human mind, what other guide can man take, 
that is sure of success? It is predominant over error, 
true to every sincere advocate, stedfast against its op- 
ponents, always willing to settle differences, and never 
too hasty in its administration, Nothwithstanding it is 
a matter of great moment, it is a principle at this era, 
too little practieed, we find, when we come to enume- 
rate its wholesome and valuable properties. We daily 
see the great necessity of the adherence to truth, when 
we come to view the public journals that are in circu- 
lation from almost every quarter. When we come to 
turn over the pages of the several journals, in our part 
of the country, we behold error in the most conspicu- 
ous light, when in truth, they ought to be a sanctuary 
for information, that might be depended upon. We 
see a public man drawn out in miniature in one paper, 
as being immoral irreligious, despicable, forsaken, with- 
out true friends, hopeless ana in despair. Ip the next 





paper we lift up to view, we see this same character, 


presented fo the public, having ow an entire new as- 
pect; as being moral, religious, lovely, and not forsak- 
en, whom, the community delight to honour. Here we 
find truth and error acting in opposition to each other, 
But at last we shall behold truth prevailing, and tri- 
umph over herenemy. Here then we are convineed 
of the necessity, of becoming subservient to the cause, 
and mandates of truth; and strictly adhering to its 
principles, as being founded on the scale of justice.~ 
If we love and know truth, and obey it not, it is the 
most fatal and degrading error. If we are strangers to 
truth it is praiseworthy to seek after it. Truth will 
never incumber us; but certainly error will ruin us.— 
if error takes us by the hand, we know not where it 
will lead us; and when and where its excursions will 
end. What a dangerous companion then is this to trust! 
It is sure to lead us to the verge of «a hedious and dan- 
gerous precipice, and plunge us into anutterable ruin ; 
and never to accompany us to a delightful field, where 
we should find neither sorrow or disappointment, and 
truth not combatting error. Who would wish to trust 
to a guide like this? Who would dare accompany, 
knowingly, a hedious pilot like this, that is calculated 
to lead us, only into a field of error, disappointment 
and trouble. 1 most cordially wish, that every human 
soul would forsake error, to embrace truth. Then we 
should have a world of less contention, unison and har- 
mony would exist in the place of strife, virtue and truth 
could then be read on every countenance; and we 
should behold a world of peace, tranquility and hap- 
piness, plenty and success to every undertaking. 
PHILOMATIIES, 
Amenia, N.Y. April 1820. 
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UNIVERSALISM, 

THERE is no doctrine of christianity which is so weH 
calculated to make man a happy and moral being, as 
that which teaches him that God is the Father of all; 
that he loves all, and that he will save all. Those doc- 
trines which describe the Almighty as a partial Being, 
loving some and hating others, surely tend to fill the 
minds of their professors with spiritual pride, which will 
cause them to look down upon those, whom they do 
not consider the favorites of heaven, with contempt and 
disdain. Can any thing be farther from the spirit of 
the gospel than this? Will it not react upon them, by 


causing unbelievers to despise and hate those who pro- ~ 


fess such uncharitable doctrines? But that doctrine 
which teaches, God as the Saviour of all, cannot but 
make its professors view all men as their brethren— 
cause them to love them and inspire them with an ar- 
dent desire to promote their happiness ; this benevolent 
conduct, will create in the minds of unbelievers a simi- 
lar spirit, and will draw them by the gentle cords of 
love, to the feet of their Saviour, when like unbeliev- 
ing Thomas, they will exclaim, my Lord and my God! 
Were this doctrine to prevail mose generally in the 
world, its character would be changed, and we should 
have a heaven on earth. RELLY. 
New York, April 1820. 
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As the qualities of trees are known by their fruits, 
and the characters of men by their actions; so doc- 
trines may be known to be true or false, and their util- 
ity determined by their effects. The influence of doc- 
trines on the minds and conduct of men, are visible 
in the joys and sorrows of living millions ; and, being 
unavoidable, their diversity and claims appeal to reason 
aud experience, in language, interesting as happiness 
or misery, terrific as fate. These observations are 
made, with a design to bring the doctrines we have ad- 
vocated to judgment; for in the heat of controversy 
we are liable to lose sight of the tendency of a doctrine 
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in question, and sometimes the love of truth in the love 
wf victory. We have said, that man is simply and pure- 
ly of the earth earthy ; and is therefore liable to dissolve 
to dust again. That the second man is aerial or spirit- 
ual, and indissoluble or immortal. We therefore de- 
pend on a resurrection for future existence to a state 
jike this, orany other. These and appendent doctrines 
when believed, banish at once those hosts of demons, 
ghosts and apparitions which have long infested the 
The unanswerabie objection of unbe- 
lievers to the doctrines of devils, the never-dying soul, 


mental world. 


the trinity, &c. cease at their approach to be objections 
to christianity. Before them a prison for unembodied 
spirits disappears and the fear of death is left to stand 
vpon its own proper basis, the loss of life with all its 
blessings, and the miseries which attend its unnatural 
approach, which a resurrection may revive in unbeliev- 
ers, until light and love shall have extracted the stings 
of death. The antideluvians, Sodomites and others 
whose end is destruction, are set forth as ensamples of 
folly aud madness to after generations. Being suscep- 
tible of demonstration they free the believer from false 
notions and their useless hopes and fears, and fortify 
They tend to 
overturn Deism, Mahomedanism and Paganism, by de- 
stroying all hopes of future existence, save, through him 
who brought life and immortality to light, and bade the 
joys and glories of an endless future paradise, to dawn 
upon us from opening heaven, whither he ascended.— 
Being simple, philosophical, scriptural and rational, 
they unite with a universe of wonderful forms, appear- 
anees, systems and movements, to manifest the exist- 
ance, wisdom and goodness of an infinite Creator. 
ZUISTA. 


him against superstition and skepticism. 
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Mr. Eprrorn,—Wishing the public generally should 
be made acquainted with the detestable artifices by 
which impositions in matters of faith are palmed on the 
eredulous and the uninformed, that due caution may be 
used in patronizing the pretended heralds of the gospel, 
and in guarding the tender and the delicate against the 
delirum of agonized sensibility, the following facts are 
communicated for publication. 

During the winter of 1818, there was a great commo- 
tion in West Brookfield, occasioned by their pastor, the 
Rey. Eliakim Phelps, a Mr. Perkins of Amherst, and 
by all the other teachers and instructors procurable on 
this continent or the Sandwich Islands. Before this 
agitation had subsided, Mr. Phelps visited a school in 
the centre of the parish, and informed the poor little 
children that they were exposed to everlasting burnings, 
that they were on the brink of the fiery gulf, (and in all 
probability pointed at the fire then blazing on the hearth 
to impress more deeply on their tender minds the hor- 
ror of their doom.) James Rice was at school and oneof 
the little auditors of this terrific discourse, and although 
so young that he could articulate but few words plain- 
ly, the representations were of so shocking a nature 
that he retained them in his mind. A few days after 
this, his father having occasion to burn some bushes on 
his farm, took James with him and went into the lot. 
When he had fired the bush, he perceived James run- 
ning away and called him to come back; with much 
reluctance and with tears in his eyes he obeyed. When 
he approached his father, Pa, says he, will you throw 
me into that fire? No James, why do you ask that 
question? Because Mr. Phelps says little boys will be 
put into a great fire and burn always. The tide of pa- 
rental feelings filled the father’s eyes and the artless 
questions of his son deprived him of the power of speech. 
At present I make no reflections, you who are parents 
can feel the rest. HERMES. 





QUER Y.—Can it be proved from scripture or 
reason, that disciples of Christ will rise immediately in- 
to immortality at death, or at any time before the gen- 
eral resurrection; or enjoy in a future existence any 
extra privileges, for any time? MARTYR, 
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MORALITY. 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 155. 


In our attempt to examine the necessity of holding 
up the terrors of endless punishment, in order to induce 
people to be morally virtuous, we noticed particularly, 
the virtue of industry, which, although it be so highly 
recommended in the scriptures, and known to be of 
such general and essential utility to society, is never 
promised, by our preachers, who make great use of the 
terrors of future punishment in the world to come, any 
reward hereafter ; nor do these preachers endeavour to 
raise the indolent by threatening them with eternal tor- 
ments. We wish now to notice the virtue of acquiring 
wisdom, knowledge, and useful learning. By these 
acquisitions we know that the happiness of society, in 
this world, is established, supported, and widely ex- 
tended. Were it not for these acquirements, man 
would stand about on a level with the brute creation, 
form no better society, ner ascend to any higher degrees 
of intellect. Without these acquirements, the Book 
called the Bible would never have been in our world, 
nor any other writing. Of course, the doctrine of the 
christian religion would never have been set up and es- 
tablished in the world. But although so much depends 
on learning, we are never told by our preachers, that 
we must be sent to hell hereafter if we neglect to ac- 
quire it. Why is it not necessary to induce young peo- 
ple to Jearn the sciences by threatening them with eter- 
naldamnation, and by encouraging them with eternal 
felicity? And what is the reason there is no rules laid 
down, by which one may know that a sufficiency is ob- 
tained to secure the prize and to avoid the torture ?— 
When our preachers state to us the absurd creed of 
John Calvin, they endeavour to enforce this creed on 
our minds, by threatening us with endless misery if we 
reject it; and by promising us eternal felicity if we do 
but heartly and cordially believe it. Now if you ask 
them if they believe that the knowledge of Navigation is 
necessary unto salvation, they would wonder what you 
meant, and think you almost too ignorant to receive 
instruction. And yet it is very evident that this or- 
thodox creed would never have been heard of, in this 
country, if the art of navigation had never been learned. 

Look at a comparison: We know it is necessary to 
sow grain in order to have bread; we know likewise 
that the land on which our bread corn is to grow must 
first be cleared and prepared to receive the seed. Now 
is it not as proper to say, unless we clear our lands we 
can have no bread, as it is to say, if we do not sow we 
shall have no bread? This is evident. Then look at the 
similar case; Calvinism must be preached in America, 
or all the inhabitants will be eternally miserable; Cal- 
vinism cannot be preached and believed in America 
unless navigation be understood, by which it can be 
transported into this country. Now is it not as proper 
to say that the learning of navigation is necessary to 
man’s salvation, as it is to say that the belief of the 
Calvinistick creed is necessary to this end? But the 
facts are as follows: All kinds of good learning are 
necessary for the promotion of humen happiness in the 
present life, and they all receive an ample reward in 
this world; but this Calvinistick creed is so far from 
contributing to our happiness in this life, that it is a 
source of perpetual misery to all who believe it; it 
therefore must receive a reward in a future world, or we 
should be much better without it! ‘There is no neces- 
sity of promising people any reward for virtue in a fu- 
ture world, if you can make them sensible that this vir- 
tue is vastly to their advantage in this; nor need we 
threaten them with eternal damnation for any vice, if 
we can make them realize that this vice is altogether a 
damage to them in the present state. 

The reason why people are promised eternal happi- 
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ness hereafter, as a recompence for being religious in 
this world, is because their religion is of a spurious kind, 
which is not worth having, for any benefit it is to them 
while they live! 

PO BE CONTINUED, 








REASONS FOR LOVING GOD. 


He is our Creator and preeerver; He is the author of 
every blessing we enjoy, and he renders all our afflic- 
tions and disappointments promotive of our best inter- 
est. Our Creator knows all our infirmities, our prone- 
ness to err, and our appetites for injurious indulgences, 
and is merciful to all our faults. He punishes our sins 
in mercy, never from a disposition of revenge ; but that 
we may be partakers of his holiness. ‘Through the me- 
diation of the Redeemer he has given us the hope of 
immortal life and the continuance of his Fatherly kind- 
ness forever. 

p -—— —_ ______ 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN, 


By the following extract of a letter from Randolph, 
(Vt.) we are informed of the means which the ene- 
mies of truth and honesty are willing to employ against 
a doctrine which they know they cannot refute. As 
the Editor has, by other means been informed that cer- 
tain cealous, fiery preachers have made great handle of 
this story, which is wholly a fabrication, be publishes 
the following extract under these observations. 

EXTRACT. 

**T have to inform you of a story flying here concern- 
ing you and your doctrine; it has been called a flying 
story for a while, but now it is said to be in the Boston 
papers, and put in by yourself. I do not take the pa- 
pers, nor have I seen any body that has seen it; but 
they say it is so, and probably many will be glad to 
have itso. The story is in substance like this. That 
you while sleeping dreamed a dream, to this amount, 
that you saw your neighbor and he informed you of 
his eternal banishment from heaven, and all caused by 
your preaching, and it gave you a start so that you a- 
woke, but thought it a dream, and paid but little or no 
attention to it, and fell asleep again and saw it a second 
time, and then a third time, upon which you arose and 
dressed yourself and went to see this neighbour, and 
found his wife not gone to bed, and inquired of her 
where her husband was, and received an answer that 
he was gone to bed, and you told her you wished to 
see him and took the candle and went to his bed and 
found him a corpse,” 











To Correspondents. 

‘*Cannpour,” an illustration of Psalm xlix. 8, pro- 
posed in Magazine No. 5, for consideration, was receiv- 
ed too late for insertion this week, it shall appear next 
week. 

The length of the Remarks of * Reiiy” on the pub- 
lication of the Life of Rev. Samuel J. Millo, must a- 
polgize for its not appearing until next week. 
= a 
MARRIED, 

In this town, by Rev. Mr. Sharp, Mr. Daniel Newell, 
printer, to Miss Abigail Nightingale. 

By the Rev. Mr. Ballou, Mr. Benjamin Simpson to 
Miss Sally Blood. 

By the Rev. Mr. Sabine, John Hall, jr. Esq. of Bors-- 
lem, (Eng.) to Miss Caroline Blanchard. 

Mr. John R. Palmer to Miss Mehitable Patten. 

Mr. Sewell Hill to Mrs. Frances Ann Ayres. 

ees 
DIED, 

In Amherst, Mass. March 26th, Deacon Flijah Easts 
man aged 43, 

In this town, Henry Maurice Lisle Whitman, son of 
Benja. Whitman, Esq, in bis 19th year, ond a member 
of the Sophomore Class in Harvard University. Mise, 
Judith Emeline Bussey, eldest daughter of Charles Da~ 
vis, Esq. 15. Frederick ‘Williato, son. of Mx. Joseph. 
pe, 18. Mr. Abner Stodder,, 52. 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 


RAAB 


REFLECTIONS, FROM PSALM CXXXVIItH. 
BESIDE Euphrates rolling tide, 
The captive Jews desponding stray’d ; 
Their wretched state subdu’d their pride, 
And in the dust their glory laid. 


Their songs which once they joyful sung, 
Sung to the harps melodious sound, 

Are laid aside ; their harps are hung, 
Where weeping willows shade the ground. 


Their haughty captors now deride, 
And taunting ask of them a song; 
Buch as they snng in days of pride, 
When Zion’s praise dwelt on the tongue. 


How could they sing in these strange lands, 
The songs design’d for Zion's hill; 

Their harps would tremble in their hands, 
And sighs and tears their strains would Oil. 


Jerusalem, source of their joy, 

Would ever meet them in the verse ; 

Loss of no good could so annoy, 

As words which would their fate rehearse. 


So when my soul from God had stray°d, 
Led captive by self-wanton foes ; 

All things against me were array“d, 
And banish’d far away repose. 


Asked to sing of former joys, 

And tell the good of past blest days ; 
Shame, grief and want with scorn destroys, 
The pleasures given by songs of praise. 


O then my soul, no longer roam, 
Return unto the God of love ; 
’ Make virtue’s courts thy constant home, 
Where heav’n descends from heav’n above. 
ZUISTA. 
pS ____ 
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td 
MUSICK. 
WRITTEN ON HEARING AN ORGAN PLAY. 
O THOU august, eternal King, 
Thy praise ethereal | sing— 
And with yon lucid angels join, 
In songs eatatic and divine. 
Amid these rapt’rous strains, I raise 
My unfeign’d thanks in ardent lays. 
These hallow’d lays new joys create, 
And thus my drooping soul elate. 
O let them, gracious Gop inspire 
My mortal heart to tune the lyre! 
To tune my heart in love to THEE, 
In blissful strains of extacy. 


Rise then, my soul, begin the lay, 
illume thy darkness into day ; 
The theme transcendant oft resume, 
And banish far impending gloom. 
O join devout, yon lucid throng, 
And loud crescend the holy song, 
With that serene, immortal choir, 
To strike the harp and sweep the lyre! 


Thy voice sublime, O musick, thine, 

Virtues ineffable combine ; 

Thy potent sway expands the heart, 

And joys substantial oft impart. 

O touch my heart thou heav’nly Muse, 

And all thy virtues quick transfuse ! 
Inspire my soul with pow’r like thine— 

With mvsick heav’nly and divine ; 

Then can I soar to worlds above, 

And sing and shout redeeming love. 
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O Muse celestial, descend! 

On mvsick’s pinions waft, and blend 
In songs extatic—rapt’rous lays, 

Till mortal hearts are tun’d to praise! 


E, A. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER. 


OUR Father, God, who reigns above, 

In regions of eternal love ; 

Hallowed in heaven’s thy sacred name, 

Be it on earth adored the same ; 

Send down thy kingdom, which is love, 

Thy will be done here as above ; 

Give us, thou first, eternal Good, 

Our raiment, and our daily food; 

Forgive our debts, our debtors we 

Their debts shall freely cancel’d be ; 

And Jead us not, when forth we stray, 

To go in broad temptations way ; 

Deliver us in the evil hour, 

For thine’s th’ kingdom, glory end power. 
D. M. L. 
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* RELIGIOUS” AND “IRRELIGIOUS.” 


Ir is believed there are no terms in the whole Eng- 
lish language more frequently misapplied than the terms 
religious and irreligious. This is owing principally to 
the circumstance of men’s judging by the professions of 
the mouth, and from external appearances, and not 
from an actual knowledge of the real character of the 
person whom they dignify with the glorious title, relig- 
ious, or debase by the appellation of irreligions. In 
general, people are apt to be precipitate and injudicious 
in forming their opinions of the portion of religion pos- 
sessed by others. Hence the number of hypocrites al- 
ready too numerous for the safety of society, is greatly 
increased, and it will be readily allowed that of all 
characters under the sun the hypocrite is the most des- 
picable, as well as the most dangerous, for he will come 
to you either like a fawning sycophant with smooth 
words, smiling and smiling yet be a villain, or under the 
cloak of religion, with sanctified deportment, will rob 
you, before you least suspect it, of your property, and 
if possible destroy your invaluable reputation. In fact, 
no bounds can be set to his nefarious conduct. Thro’ 
ignorance, and a want of due reflection, there frequent- 
ly is no distinction made between the hypocrite and 
real pious person. ‘Thus the former sustains a nominal 
reputation under which he can deceive and impose up- 
on, and defraud his unsuspecting neighbors, because | 
they being sincere in their professions suppose him to 
be also sincere im his professions, and therefore incap- 
able of committing any immoral action. Therefore 
every one should be cautious how they place confidence 
in the man of great and plausible pretensions when they 
are ignorant of his real character. It is not to be un- 
dersteod but that there are many, and it is hoped very 
many persons, whose professions flow spontaneously 
from the heart, and whose virtuous and exemplary life 
corresponds with their professions ; but nevertheless it 
wust be acknowledged that there are too uany who 
promise much and perform less,and in fact conduct dia- 
metrically opposite to those principles which they have 
professed to believe, and sacredly promised to be gov- | 
erned by. 

Between the hypocrite and real pious person there is 





as much difference as there is between a counterfeit 
coin and a good one; or a drift of new fallen snow and 
a lake of putrid waters; yet the former is often termed | 
religious, without any other reason than, because he | 
has made a public and ostentatious profession of his | 
sentiments, and pretends to have received instantane- 
ously and supernaturally a change from a state of total 
depravity to a state of purity ; though no difference, for 


the better, can be perceived in his moral conduct, I» 
addition to this, he is perhaps a zealous mewber of @ 
missionary society for the promotion of Calvinistick 
principles—attends constantly at every conference or 
private lecture—makes lengthy, absurd and boisterous 
petitions to the Deity as though he supposed him deaf; 
and to evince to the world, that he is none of your 
lukewarm persons, patronizes some periodical publica- 
tion that most manfully defends the five points of Cal. 
vin, long since blunted, and echoes the ravings of the 
eccentrick and enthusiastick Hopkins. To show that 
he has no faith in works, he is generally found idle, or 
if he chooses to do any thing will visit his neighbours 
uninvited at all hours of the day, and officiously inquire 
into the state of their minds, and perhaps is so fortu- 
nate as to espy some new fault in them, or relate a few 
uew tales of scandal. Should the widow and the fath- 
erless, the indigent and distressed call on him for aid he 
is deaf to all their cries. In vain dothey implore him 
by all that is sacred to give something. if only a mite to 
relieve their wants, yet bard as adamant and cold as 
the northern blast, he tells them, ‘* be ye fed, be ye 
clothed, and be ye warmed.” Has a character like 
this any claim to the title of religious? Yet such cha- 
racters, disgraceful to mankind, often pass by the ap- 
pellation of religious, whilst the real pious man, whe 
comes nearer to the ** whole law and the prophets,” is 
denounced as an irreligious man, and an enemy to re- 
ligion, because forsooth, he is too honest, has too much 
goodness at heart, to make an ostentatious profession 
of sentiments his heart does not own—is too modest 
and consistent to be puffed up with the idea that he is 
elected to eternal bliss whilst others of his fellow beings, 
are irrevocably destined to eternal woe—is too enlight- 
ened to believe the sublime religion of Christ consists 
in winded professions, distorted features, long sighs and 
hypocritical affectations, or in a lengthed visage, or in 
giving that which should go to objects of charity in his 
own vicinity, to expensive, extravagant and far distant 
establishments for the propagation of doctrines of falli- 
ble man. He strives to do unto others as he would 
that others should do unto him, and believes that exe 
ample is better than precept. In society, the acquain- 
tance, conversation and dealings which men have one 
with another, is probably suflicient to make them ac- 
quainted with each other's character, provided they 
will but observe with a careful, impartial and circum- 
spective eye, and then they will be enabled to draw a 
line of prudent distinction between the really pious, 
and those who profess by mouth, but feel not in the 
heart. We cannot be tao cautious in using the terms 
religious and irreligious, for if they are misapplied, the 
innocent are wronged and suffer unjustly, whilst the 
guilty hypocrite, cloaked under the show of religion, is 
encouraged to practice his impositions on the honest 
and well meaning part of that society whose privileges 
he enjoys in common with others, and shamefully abu- 
ses without fear of detection. MURRAY. 











FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE, 

An Examination of the modern doctrine of 
FUTURE PUNISHMENT; together with a shori his- 
tory of the Author’s Life.—By Sumon Dorrto n, ksq. 
of Cavendish, Vt.—Price 25 cents. 

The Trial; Calvin and Hopkins vs. the Bible 


and Common Sense.—Price 25 cents. 











| The Curtn’s Scriprurat Carecnisn, by the Rev. 


Hosea Ballou, pastor of the Second Universalist Society 
in Boston.—Price, 75 cents per doz. and § cents single 


A volume of Sermons, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, on the Doctrine of Universal Benevolence. By 
Rev. Abner Kneeland, pastor of the First Universalist 
Church inthat place.—Price 62 1-2 cents. 
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